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Wetland world experts will be in Wetland world experts will be in Wetland world experts will be in Wetland world experts will be in AoteroaAoteroaAoteroaAoteroa ((((ŌŌŌŌtautahitautahitautahitautahi) in ) in ) in ) in 
Spring 2020 for the 11Spring 2020 for the 11Spring 2020 for the 11Spring 2020 for the 11thththth IntecolIntecolIntecolIntecol Wetlands ConferenceWetlands ConferenceWetlands ConferenceWetlands Conference





What is INTECOL?What is INTECOL?What is INTECOL?What is INTECOL?

• International Association for Ecology was established in 1967

• First congress in 1974 (The Hague)

• Specialist groups were established in various areas of ecology

• The best example is the Wetlands Working Group, which has run ten 
highly successful international conferences around the world

• One of the largest wetlands conferences in the world. 

• Held every 4 years



INTECOLINTECOLINTECOLINTECOL InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational WetlandsWetlandsWetlandsWetlands ConferenceConferenceConferenceConference

Conference No. Time Location (Theme)
Attendance

Countries

1st INTECOL International W

etlands Conference 
1980.09 New Delhi, India 90 20 

2nd INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
1984.06 Trebon, Czechoslovakia 150 26 

3rd INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
1988.09 

Rennes, France (Conservation 

and development: the 

sustainable use of wetlands) 

400 37 

4th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
1992.09 Columbus, Ohio 900 52 

5th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
1996.09 

Perth, Australia (Wetlands for 

the Future)
550 60 

6th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
2000.08 

Quebec City, Canada (Global 

Wetlands at the Millennium )
2068 72 

7th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
2004.07 

Utrecht, The Netherlands

(Wetland Science and Water 

Resources Management

867 62 

8th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
2008.07 

Cuiabá, Brazil (Big wetlands, 

big problems)
700+ 28 

9th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
2012.06 

Orlando, Florida (Wetlands in 

a complex world)
1240 43 

10th INTECOL International

Wetlands Conference 
2016.09 

Changshu, China (Hotspots 

of Biodiversity and Ecosystem

Services)

800+ 72



Who usually attends the INTECOL’s Wetlands Conference?Who usually attends the INTECOL’s Wetlands Conference?Who usually attends the INTECOL’s Wetlands Conference?Who usually attends the INTECOL’s Wetlands Conference?

• The world’s leading wetland scientists and managers

• But of interest to all professionals active in wetlands research, 
conservation and management practitioners (physical, biological, 
chemical, and social scientists, engineers, resource managers, 
regulators, planners, policy makers and local volunteer  communities)

• A platform to review research on complex challenges and integrated 
solutions for sustainable management of wetland resources in a 
changing world.

• An interactive forum for those groups to share their experiences and 
research results concerning global wetland ecosystems.



Where it all started for us: Where it all started for us: Where it all started for us: Where it all started for us: ChangsuChangsuChangsuChangsu, China (Sept 2016)!, China (Sept 2016)!, China (Sept 2016)!, China (Sept 2016)!



WhyWhyWhyWhy hostinghostinghostinghosting the the the the nextnextnextnext conferenceconferenceconferenceconference in New in New in New in New ZealandZealandZealandZealand? ? ? ? 
Why in Christchurch/Why in Christchurch/Why in Christchurch/Why in Christchurch/ŌtautahiŌtautahiŌtautahiŌtautahi ? ? ? ? 

• A city built on a swamp (this had consequences!...)

• A city with or close to wetlands of international importance

• A city where the value of wetlands is more and more recognised

• A city where lots of wetland restoration is taking place, helped by…

• A strong community of science and community groups 

• A country with a growing reputation of thinking innovative ideas

• A country and a region (Oceania) leading the world on demonstrating  
the role of indigenous and local knowledge in wetland conservation



Proposed Theme: Proposed Theme: Proposed Theme: Proposed Theme: Traditional knowledge and innovative science in wetland research Traditional knowledge and innovative science in wetland research Traditional knowledge and innovative science in wetland research Traditional knowledge and innovative science in wetland research 
and management (= and management (= and management (= and management (= learning from the past to shape the future)learning from the past to shape the future)learning from the past to shape the future)learning from the past to shape the future)



Philippe Gerbeaux Di Lucas             Aroha Mead          Deirdre Hart          Shona Myers

Organising Committee

Aroha Mead

Philippe Gerbeaux Di Lucas Aroha Mead



Supported by an experienced and certified local Supported by an experienced and certified local Supported by an experienced and certified local Supported by an experienced and certified local 
conference organiser, with a proven track recordconference organiser, with a proven track recordconference organiser, with a proven track recordconference organiser, with a proven track record



Also supported by Tourism New Zealand and the Also supported by Tourism New Zealand and the Also supported by Tourism New Zealand and the Also supported by Tourism New Zealand and the 
Christchurch Convention BureauChristchurch Convention BureauChristchurch Convention BureauChristchurch Convention Bureau



Travis Swamp Avon River and 

Bridge

Key stakeholders fully supportive (15 Key stakeholders fully supportive (15 Key stakeholders fully supportive (15 Key stakeholders fully supportive (15 LoSLoSLoSLoS))))



And of course last but not least, the NWT!And of course last but not least, the NWT!And of course last but not least, the NWT!And of course last but not least, the NWT!



First brainstorming hui with all those stakeholdersFirst brainstorming hui with all those stakeholdersFirst brainstorming hui with all those stakeholdersFirst brainstorming hui with all those stakeholders

The committee and the stakeholders met on 17th September 2018



Some key words that have come out….Some key words that have come out….Some key words that have come out….Some key words that have come out….



Plenary speeches, Symposia, Workshops, Paper sessions, Posters…but Plenary speeches, Symposia, Workshops, Paper sessions, Posters…but Plenary speeches, Symposia, Workshops, Paper sessions, Posters…but Plenary speeches, Symposia, Workshops, Paper sessions, Posters…but also:Thematicalso:Thematicalso:Thematicalso:Thematic journeys, journeys, journeys, journeys, 
pavillionspavillionspavillionspavillions, debates in school auditoriums, art and science exhibitions, crafts, billet accommodation…, debates in school auditoriums, art and science exhibitions, crafts, billet accommodation…, debates in school auditoriums, art and science exhibitions, crafts, billet accommodation…, debates in school auditoriums, art and science exhibitions, crafts, billet accommodation…

This is our conference, let’s make it happen together!This is our conference, let’s make it happen together!This is our conference, let’s make it happen together!This is our conference, let’s make it happen together!



Save the Date
11th INTECOL International 
Wetlands Conference 
EARLY SEPTEMBER 2020, CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND

Hagley Park, Christchurch Travis Swamp Avon River and 

Bridge

Avon Heathcote Estuary / 

Ihutai

Kia ora!


